
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1414 February 12, 2004 
My own profession is medicine. A 

good physician, must, I fundamentally 
believe, also be a very good scientist. I 
can tell you from my own experiences 
as a heart and lung transplant surgeon 
that without the revolutionary ad-
vances in medical science and in tech-
nology, my own transplant patients, 
heart and lung transplant patients of a 
decade ago, simply would not be alive 
today. 

Indeed, we must reject an irrational 
fear of technological advance. But the 
secret of human dignity is living with-
in limits. Those are ethical limits and 
they are moral limits. They are limits 
that do not hamper human advances 
but they preserve them and indeed 
they promote them. 

We strongly support ethical stem cell 
research but we reject the cloning of 
human beings. Not only does human 
cloning experimentation of any kind 
offend the conscience, it is not medi-
cally necessary. As I have said on 
many occasions, there is no scientific 
basis to claim that human cloning ex-
perimentation is necessary for the 
long-term success or clinical applica-
tion of stem cell research. If human 
beings are special, if human beings are 
truly sacred, then we must devote our-
selves to a better world but we must 
not do evil to bring about good. 

f 

SAME-SEX MARRIAGE 

Mr. FRIST. On another issue, and to 
the best of my knowledge ongoing now, 
the Massachusetts Legislature is wres-
tling with how to respond to their su-
preme court, which has made same-sex 
marriage the law of that State. Even if 
the Massachusetts Legislature is suc-
cessful in passing the constitutional 
amendment to block same-sex mar-
riage, it will not come before voters for 
ratification for another 2 years. 

Beginning on May 17 of this year, 
Massachusetts will begin issuing mar-
riage licenses to same-sex couples. 
Once these same-sex couples sue for 
recognition in their home States, the 
wildfire will truly begin. Same-sex 
marriage is likely to spread to all 50 
States in the coming years. So regard-
less of what Massachusetts does today, 
it is becoming increasingly clear that 
Congress must act and must act soon. 
The Senate will begin working on the 
issue in the weeks ahead. 

This is not a fight we sought, and it 
is a fight we do not particularly relish, 
but the courts have brought us to it, 
and the people of this country will re-
spond. We will not let activist judges 
redefine marriage for our entire soci-
ety. 

We reject intolerance. We reject ha-
tred. We must treat all our fellow citi-
zens with kindness and with civility. 
But marriage should remain what it 
has always been in our Nation, and 
that is the union of a man and a 
woman. 

It is my hope the Massachusetts leg-
islature will act today. 

MEDICARE 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, there is 

one final issue that also is current that 
I want to take the opportunity to com-
ment on because it is likely to be an 
issue that will be of interest and de-
bated, and one people will be address-
ing over the coming days while we are 
on our recess. 

Last year, President Bush and a bi-
partisan team of Senators and Rep-
resentatives made good on our promise 
to strengthen and expand and improve 
Medicare for America’s seniors. The 
bill, the Medicare Modernization Act of 
2003, represents the most significant 
improvement to Medicare in two gen-
erations. And now, because of this his-
toric action, we are starting to see im-
pressive results. 

We said reform would strengthen the 
program and increase choice and flexi-
bility for our seniors. That is exactly 
what is happening. Medicare now gives 
more seniors access to more prescrip-
tion drugs at a lower out-of-pocket 
cost. It provides seniors relief from the 
high cost of prescription drugs, espe-
cially the 12 million low-income sen-
iors who need the help the most. 

The improvements to Medicare pro-
vide seniors with choice and control 
over their own health care plans. The 
new bill also protects seniors who al-
ready have prescription drug coverage 
they earned in the workplace. 

Educating seniors about improve-
ments to the Medicare program and the 
new Medicare drug benefit is the right 
thing to do. It is also required by law. 
The law says seniors have the right to 
know how the prescription drug benefit 
is going to work and when they can 
start taking advantage of the new im-
provements to the program, such as 
the drug discount card. 

Unfortunately, some of my col-
leagues are attempting to subvert this 
legal obligation. They are blocking our 
legally required educational efforts. 
Why? Because they are trying to keep 
seniors from finding out their rights. 
They fear that the more seniors learn 
about the new Medicare benefits, the 
more seniors will like what they see. 

Not only are the Medicare opponents 
trying to keep seniors in the dark 
about their Medicare rights, these op-
ponents are disparaging the education 
effort itself. But try as they may, they 
will not keep the truth under wraps. 

This is the ad they do not want you 
to see. 

It reads: 
First senior: So how is Medicare changing? 
The announcer: It is the same Medicare 

you have always counted on, plus more bene-
fits like prescription drug coverage. 

Senior No. 2: Can I keep my Medicare just 
how it is? 

The announcer responds: Yes, you can al-
ways keep your same Medicare coverage. 

Senior No. 3: Will I save on my medicines? 
Announcer: You can save with Medicare 

drug discount cards this June and save more 
with prescription drug coverage in 2006. 

Senior 4: So my Medicare isn’t different, it 
is just more? 

Announcer: Right. And you can learn 
more, call 1–800–MEDICARE. 

That is it. That is the Medicare ad 
opponents are doing everything pos-
sible to keep off the air. They don’t 
want seniors to know they are eligible 
to receive prescription drug coverage 
under Medicare, nor do they want sen-
iors to know that starting in June, sen-
iors will be able to carry a drug dis-
count card. The opponents don’t even 
want seniors to know the number to 
call to ask for help. Instead, they are 
putting politics before people. 

They will not succeed. We will not 
allow election year politics to hurt 
America’s seniors and individuals with 
disabilities. We will make sure every 
senior, every individual with a dis-
ability gets the information they need 
to make the very best choices they can 
for their health and for their life. 

f 

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, FEBRUARY 
23, 2004 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 12 noon, Monday, February 
23; I further ask that following the 
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, and Senator 
BREAUX then be recognized to deliver 
George Washington’s Farewell Address, 
as provided under the previous order; 
provided that upon the conclusion of 
the address, the Senate then resume 
debate on the motion to proceed to Cal-
endar No. 429, S. 2061, the medical mal-
practice bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, on Mon-
day, February 23, following Senator 
BREAUX’s reading of George Washing-
ton’s Farewell Address, the Senate will 
resume consideration of the motion to 
proceed to Calendar No. 429, S. 2061, the 
medical malpractice bill. There will be 
no rollcall votes on Monday, but Sen-
ators are encouraged to come to the 
floor to debate this important bill. The 
next rollcall vote will occur on Tues-
day, February 24. That vote will be on 
the motion to invoke cloture on the 
motion to proceed to S. 2061, and the 
vote will occur at 5 p.m. on Tuesday. 

I, too, want to take this opportunity 
to thank Chairman INHOFE and Senator 
JEFFORDS for their hard work in mov-
ing the highway bill to conclusion. I 
also thank the Democratic leadership, 
working with our leadership, working 
with the managers of this bill to move 
forward. It has been a long 2 weeks. It 
has been a challenging 2 weeks. I know 
the managers were able to work with 
many Members to accommodate a 
large number of amendments. 

I wish everyone a safe President’s 
Day recess. 
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